


Companies want to be near airports

Companies are locating distribution operations closer to 
air cargo ports as they contend with a raft of challenges, 
particularly higher transportation costs. Transportation 
comprises 45% to 70% of overall supply chain costs, 
according to CBRE Supply Chain Advisory , compared with 
just 3% to 6% for occupancy costs. So locating near 
airports can be highly cost-effective. The reshoring of 
some manufacturing operations has been another catalyst 
for demand in airport markets. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/click.cbrecommunications.com/?qs=1926bee7f1e55f1d1629731e99aa15bd9fbf5ecee72c11d5a7da6446839bcfe797ae0df392ca6781b6308b5aace961257ff6da103ab27342__;!!Bg5easoyC-OII2vlEqY8mTBrtW-N4OJKAQ!bP34soRohfvGEfQifxvtQJx-Wuv-voAvXxLztDT9lcwoaH2nawoPu6sa9wLjkrHUPYGup2SZ$






• FAA correctly predicted in 1985 that Chicago 
would hit aviation capacity by 2000 and 
ordered Illinois to build a 3rd airport.

• After 20 years and $20 billion at ORD and MDW,     
there are still no more flights at either airport.

• Chicago has lost passenger and cargo market-
share since 2000.

• ORD and MDW cannot expand because they 
have no more airspace nor available land.
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Commercial Passenger Flights
Percent Growth: 2000-2018

*Cities with 3 airports
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Green: State-owned
Blue:     To be purchased
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*Proposed infrastructure improvements shown in red
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Prototype for SSA? 

• Ft. Worth Alliance 
Airport, a public private 
partnership, opened in 
1989, for cargo. Near 
highways and railroads, 
Alliance Gateway is now 
home to 525 companies 
and 65,000 jobs, which 
has generated $76 
billion to the local 
economy from logistics, 
health, manufacturing,  
tech and entertainment.

• New tenant: Amazon 
Prime Air.

(AFW)



Amazon Prime Air purchased 100 cargo planes and is  
developing regional cargo hubs across US.

(FAA)

US Air Cargo Growth Since 2010:
• Cargo Only Airports – 38%
• Other Airports – 8%

Two Air Cargo Hubs in Same Market

• Dallas/Ft. Worth           21 Miles Apart
• Tampa/St. Pete            42 Miles Apart
• Cincinnati                       54 Miles Apart
• Sacramento                   57 Miles Apart
• Rockford & SSA         115 Miles Apart

Amazon Air avoids large airports
Amazon Air avoids city congestion
Amazon Air locates near  its warehouses











2022 SSA Economic Impacts Report

Footnote: GSU’s Supply Chain Innovation Center can play key role in shaping world-class logistics center.



• Market Area

• Location:

• Infrastructure

• Affordability

• Operational Freedom



Five Class 1 Railroads Four Interstate Highways

Three intermodals Three navigable waterway    1,500 miles of pipelines







Top Businesses Located Near Air Cargo Ports



Types of Items Imported Through Gateway Airports ($Billion)



Compelling Facts



expands air cargo capacity, options, cost-saving efficiencies

• Will County
proximity to major markets, infrastructure assets, 

and developable land

innovative

fills existing (and future) gaps in booming air freight world.
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